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Introduction 
There are many possibilities for using the Nelson font. Here are a few general suggestions: 

 Generate tailor-made worksheets (for extra handwriting practice or for use in other subject 
areas) 

 Produce displays of high-frequency words, key digraphs and trigraphs 

 Create displays of key words for Maths, History, Geography and Science 

 Prepare sheets of patterns to practise (e.g. repeated oooooo shapes) 

 Laminate alphabet strips for children to keep on their tables 

 Convert text from other websites into the Nelson Handwriting font 

 Create banners for displays – particularly effective if you use the outline facility 

 Create labels and captions – the print font is particularly good for this 

 Encourage children to present their own work using the font. This can be particularly 
beneficial for children with SEND. 

 Create writing frames for a particular purpose.  
 
Techniques for teaching letter formation 

 Provide demonstrations when introducing and teaching letter shapes. The Nelson 
Handwriting online teaching software is useful for this; you can also use whiteboards or 
flipcharts. 

 Observe individuals as much as possible while they practise. This enables the teacher to 
recognise and correct bad habits as they arise. 

 Talk the children through the process using appropriate language. 

 Encourage children to verbalise what they are doing from time to time. This gives a window 
into the thought processes they are using as they write. 

 Writing involves visual and motor skills. Use the following ideas to reinforce the teaching of 
letter shapes: 

o Encourage children to form letters by drawing them in the air 
o Finger trace over tactile letters, on desk or table tops 
o Write over dotted or ‘shadow’ writing 
o Draw round templates 
o Write in sand with a finger or stick 
o Write with chalk on a chalkboard 
o Write letters boldly with a wax candle and then apply a colour wash 
o Form letters with pegs on a pegboard or with beads in plasticine 
o Finger trace the outline of a letter on the back of the person in front of you 

 Draw attention to the connection between letters and the related writing patterns 
Encouraging children to use the basic handwriting patterns both for practice and for 
decorative purposes is a valuable technique for fostering fluency and rhythmic movement. 

 
Regular practice 

 It is necessary to provide regular lessons for the teaching and/or revision of handwriting skills. 

 The frequency and length of handwriting lessons varies according to the age and competence 
of the pupils. With young children, it is appropriate to have short, daily lessons, while older 
pupils may benefit from one or two longer sessions each week. 
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Handwriting patterns 
Writing patterns that reinforce basic handwriting movements will help to develop fluency, control 
and confidence. Patterns may be used purely for practice, or to decorate pieces of written work. 
 
Focus 
Each handwriting lesson should have a clear focus. This should be discussed, and demonstrations 
given to emphasise key teaching points. Each unit in the Pupil Books begins with a Focus section. 
 
Practice 
Motivated and directed handwriting practice is essential. The focus of each unit of work in the Pupil 
Books is followed by purposeful practice of a specific handwriting skill. Focus and Extension Resource 
sheets allow for further practice at the pupil’s own level. 
 
Fluency and rhythm 
Fluent handwriting is writing in which the pencil literally flows from letter to letter in a smooth and 
almost continuous process. Children should be encouraged to write at a reasonable speed in order to 
develop this skill. Handwriting patterns are a useful aid in this respect. 
 
Speed 
The essential qualities of good writing are fluency, neatness and speed. Fluency is best achieved at 
speed, but writing done too quickly often suffers from loss of form, regularity and legibility. 
 
Individuality 
Children should not be expected to make exact reproductions of the letter forms presented as 
models in Nelson Handwriting. In due course it is likely that many children will develop individual 
variations on this style. These variations will give their writing character, and, provided that the 
writing is legible, are to be encouraged. In Pupil Books 5 and 6 children are actively encouraged to 
explore different styles of handwriting. 
 
Not every occasion warrants ‘best’ writing. It is more helpful for children to write with a degree of 
care, at an appropriate speed, for most normal purposes, so that their writing is legible and fluent 
and not too painstakingly produced. ‘Best’ writing can be reserved for those occasions when 
attention can be concentrated on the mechanical skills of writing and when there is seen to be a clear 
purpose for producing aesthetically pleasing work. Older children should be helped to realise that 
some writing tasks require a draft version to be written first. Then, after revision and editing, the 
draft can be re-written in ‘best’ writing. 
 
Some suggestions for encouraging aesthetic presentation of written work are as follows: 

 Hold a handwriting competition. 

 Have a notice board on which frequently changed displays of good work are pinned. 

 Write out work for wall displays in connection with other work being undertaken, after rough 
drafts have been corrected. 

 Produce a class magazine or write an article for the newsletter,  in which some individual 
contributions are handwritten. 

 Produce handwritten, decorated programmes for bazaars, concerts and parents’ evenings. 

 Ask children to decorate their work with writing patterns. 
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 Encourage children to experiment with different ways of presenting writing: 
o poem or narrative which forms a shape relating to its subject, 
o curved or spiral writing, 
o decorated capitals, 
o writing in coloured ink, 
o writing over illustrations which have been lightly coloured, 
o experimenting with the relationship between writing and illustration. 

 
Handwriting across the curriculum 
There are many opportunities to practise the skills of handwriting during the course of lessons in 
other subjects. Research has confirmed the natural link between spelling and handwriting.  
 
Assessment 
It is important to establish ways of assessing handwriting at several levels: 

• whole school assessment 
• class assessment 
• individual assessment 
• self-assessment. 

 
Whole school and class assessment 
From time to time, it is useful to confirm that the schools handwriting policy is effective. A regular 
survey of children’s writing allows for a general assessment.  
 
Criteria to include: 

• Is the writing generally legible and pleasant? 
• Are the letters correctly shaped and proportioned? 
• Are the joins made correctly? 
• Are the spaces between letters, words and lines appropriate? 
• Is the size of the writing appropriate? 
• Is the writing properly aligned? 
• Are the writing standards achieved by the majority of pupils in line with the National 

Curriculum 
 
Appropriate assessment materials are provided in the Resources and Assessment books which 
accompany the Pupil Books. 
 
Individual assessment 
To assess the progress of individual children, it is necessary to observe them as they write, as well as 
studying their finished writing. Criteria for individual assessments include: 

• Does the child adopt the correct posture? 
• Does the child hold the pen/pencil correctly? 
• Does the child use the correct movement when forming and/or joining letters? 
• Does the child reverse or invert any letters? 
• Does the child write fluently and rhythmically? 
• Is the writing easily legible? 
• Is the writing appropriate? 
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• Is the pupil’s handwriting development in line with the National Curriculum? 
 
Each Pupil Book contains Check-ups to assess the individual progress of each child. 
Each Resources and Assessment book contains an assessment section with resource sheets designed 
to be used as placement tests, general assessment and self-assessment. 
 
The ‘Getting ready to write’ flap at the front of each Pupil Book is intended to remind pupils about 
how to prepare themselves for writing. The checklist on the reverse of this gives a list of criteria to 
help pupils focus on, and critically check, particular aspects of the writing they have done.  
 
 


